Monster
by Walter Dean Myers

1a) Keywords: ______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

1b) Plot Diagram:










main events and turning-points
1c) 50 Word Plot Summary: 




2) List of Characters: Include all the names of your novel listed below in your sociogram and add some more if you can.

	1. Steve Harmon
2. Jerry H.
3. Richard “bobo” Evans
4. James King
	5. Alquinaldo Nesbitt
6. Sandra Petrocelli
7. Kathy O’Brien
8. Mr. Briggs
	9. José Delgado
10. Salvatore Zinzi
11. Wendell Bolden
12. Mr. Sawicki
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Your answers: Number two has been done for you.
	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
	4. 
	5. 
	6. 
	7. 
	8. 
	9. 
	10. 
	11. 
	12. 
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3) Fill in a Venn Diagram: Write details that tell how cultures are different in the outer circles. Write details that tell how life is alike where the circles overlap. Tip: Brainstorm in your group first, before you fill in your facts.
 (
Your culture
) (
Your main character‘sculture
)
	























Now focus on the differences. Are they due to
· social background
· race
· country/nationality
· age
· time
· cultural values
· other: please specify 

	[image: ]
	Your opinion is required: 
Does the novel inform the reader about the given culture(s) or reinforce stereotypes[footnoteRef:1]? [1:  a fixed idea or image that many people have of a particular type of person or thing, but which is often not true in reality] 


Your answer: 


4) Quotes and Questions

Choose one of the following writing tasks and write a diary entry of about 100-150 words on a separate sheet of paper.
1) What do people in the court see in Steve? Give some examples. What do you see in others? What are the first things you notice when you meet somebody? Think of a particular situation and describe it in detail.
2) When do you feel or think you know somebody? Steve thinks a lot about this question. Do you have an answer and can you help him? Share your opinion.
3) What prejudices did some of the people in the courtroom have against Steve? Have you ever realized that you or any friend had prejudices against a certain group of people? Describe the situation.

HW Task 2) Title
Why did the author choose this title of the novel? The word “monster” is often mentioned in this novel. Find examples and comment on the meaning and context. Do you think the title fits well, or not? Give reasons.








HW Task 6) Vocabulary Section
Look through the glossary (pp169-176) and choose at least 20 good (new) phrases. Write them in your LP-book (headline: film terms and legal terms) and study them. 







HW Task 4) Character Profile
Who is the main character really? Look at the different levels of their personalities, starting with the environment (setting) they live in and move in towards their spiritual centres. Complete the circle diagram and write a few keywords or sentences into each layer of the character’s personality. Slip into the character’s mind and consider the following questions:
	Environment:
	Behaviour:
	Capability:
	Belief:
	Identity:
	Spiritual:

	Where does the main character live? What is this place like? How does it affect him/her? Who else is there? How does your character get along with them? 
	What does your character do? List a few important or typical actions or activities of your character.

	What is your character good at? What strategies does he/she use in the story?  Does he/she use them openly and consciously? What skills does he/she have?

	What are your character’s basic beliefs? Think of the various ideas that he/she thinks are true, and that your character uses as a basis of daily action. Beliefs can be both permissions and limitations. (e.g.: "I am strong! The positive forces will always win!" or "I am afraid of my stronger enemy, he will certainly kill me."  or "I don't do this or that because I think it's wrong.)

	What are your character’s core values and his/her mission in life? What does your character want to achieve?

	This is the deepest level of any character or person. Here we consider such metaphysical questions as "Why are we here? What is our purpose?" These questions are hardly ever asked or answered openly. Try to slip into your character's mind and answer these questions for him/her. What would he/she say?
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