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Activity 2: Guess the meaning of these words and write your findings next to them.
lunch

to leave home

a duck

to explain

a wing

to get to school

animals

to pass

a lion cage

to nod

a penguin

to notice

a food stand

to wave at somebody


to promise


to finish something

in the middle

nice

impossible

meanwhile
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Activity 3
[image: image2.jpg]At school my teacher told us to write a story.
My story was about a duck who wanted to leave home,
and | gave him little shoes to wear to help him on his way.
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fly!” said my teacher.
“Try another story!’

But | hadn’t finished
drawing the little girl
and she only had
one wing.
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Activity 6

MY DUCK, BY TANYA LINCH - At school my teacher told us to write a story. My story was about a duck who wanted to leave home, and I gave him little shoes to wear to help him on his way. ‘Ducks don’t wear shoes,’ my teacher said. ‘Go and start again!’

[image: image17.jpg]My second story was about how | get o school, so | drew the
- tree in the middle of the road that we pass every morning in
~ the car.
‘Trees don’t grow in the middle of the road!” said my teacher.
Go and start again!’







So I had to explain to my duck that I was starting my story again. ‘But I have already packed my sandwiches,’ he said, and off he went. My second story was about how I get to school, so I drew the tree in the middle of the road that we pass every morning in the car.




‘Trees don’t grow in the middle of the road!’ said my teacher. ‘Go and start again!’ By the time I got back to my desk to start again, something very strange was happening. My duck was sitting under our tree and waving at me! I told my duck that he couldn’t possibly stay there because I was starting my story again. ‘But there is nowhere else to eat my lunch!’ he told me, and carried on anyway. My third story was going to be about a little girl who could fly, and I told my teacher about her.





 ‘Little girls don’t fly!’ said my teacher. ‘Try another story!’ But I hadn’t finished drawing the little girl and she only had one wing. ‘She’s nice,’ said my duck. ‘Can she be my friend?’ I explained to my duck that it was impossible because I was starting my story again.




‘But I’ve got no one else to play with,’ he told me, and asked the girl if she wanted to share his lunch anyway. Before I could do anything about it, the little girl hopped and skipped and flew a bit over to where my duck was sitting.




Meanwhile I started my fourth story, which was about my trip to the zoo, and I drew all of the animals I had seen. This is a story my teacher will like, I thought, and I was just about to show it to her when I noticed my duck and the little girl eating their lunch next to the lion cage.



I explained to them that they couldn’t possibly stay in this story as I was going to show it to my teacher, and she had already told me that they couldn’t be there.




‘But we like it here!’ said my duck, and took the little girl by the hand as they walked off to see the penguins. On their way they passed the food stand that I had drawn, and they helped themselves to milk shakes and fairy cakes, and then sat on the wall to watch the people go by. I tried again to explain that this story would only work if they would leave, and I promised that I would start another one for them.
‘But this is my home now,’ said my duck. ‘I’m not leaving again.’ The little girl nodded her head in agreement. So I took the story with them in it to show my teacher. She liked the zoo very much, and I was lucky that she didn’t notice my duck and the little girl walking up the hill, on the way to the penguins. So everything turned out all right.



I wrote my story, my duck has a friend, and a home, and so has the little girl, and my teacher gave me a gold star! But if you ever go to the zoo and see a duck with shoes on and a little girl with one wing, please … don’t tell my teacher!
Activity 7: Build a Story Pyramid

Book title: _____________________

Author:    ______________________

Line 1: give the main character a name

Line 2: describe the main character in 2 words


Line 3: state the main character’s main problem


Line 4: describe an important event


Line 5: describe your favourite part
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Activity 8: Are you good at finding mistakes? Try to find as many as possible, underline them and write them in the column next to the text.
	At school my teacher told us to tell a story. My story was about a penguin who wanted to leave home, and I gave him little goves to wear to help him on his way. ‘Ducks don’t wear shoes,’ my mother said. ‘Go and start again!’ So I had to explain to my duck that I was starting my story again. ‘But I have already eaten my sandwiches,’ he said, and off he went. My second story was about how I went to school, so I drew the tree in the middle of the
road that we pass every morning in the car. ‘Trees grow in the middle of the road!’ said my teacher. ‘Go and start again!’ By the time I got back to my desk to start again, something very strange was happening. Your duck was sitting under our car and waving at me! I told my duck that he couldn’t possibly stay there because I was starting my car again. ‘But there is nowhere else to eat my lunch!’ he told me, and carried on anyway. 
	1) write





Activity 8: Are you good at finding mistakes? Try to find as many as possible and write them in the column next to the text.
	My third story was going to be about a small girl who could fly, and I told my teacher about her. ‘Little girls don’t fly!’ said my teacher. ‘Try another story!’ But I hadn’t finished drawing the little girl and she only had no wing. ‘She’s nice,’ said my turtle. ‘Can she be my friend?’ I explained to my duck that it was possible because I was starting my story again. ‘But I’ve got no one else to deal with,’ he told me, and asked the girl if she wanted to share his meal anyway. Before I could do anything about it, the little girl hopped and danced and flew a bit over to where my duck was sitting. Meanwhile I started my fourth story, which was about my trip to the zoo, and I drew all of the visitors I had seen. This is a story my teacher won’t like, I thought, and I was just about to show it to her when I noticed my duck and the little girl eating their sandwiches next to the lion cage. 
	1) little


Activity 9: Think of the story again and try to do the tasks below.
1. List every character

2. List any foods mentioned in the book.

3. List strange things which happened in the book

4. Write a problem solved in your novel. Would there have been another way to solve the problem

5. List happy thoughts about your novel

6. List places mentioned in the book

7. List the best places to read a book like this
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My Duck - Guideline for the teacher

First of all I have to mention, that this project is designed for a first form at the end of the second semester!

Activity 1:
Picture-Dictation

Describe what the ‘Little girl who could fly’ looks like. Pupils have to draw a picture according to your description. (~ 5 min)

Activity 2: Guess the words

Hand out page number 3 to the pupils. They have to work in pairs and guess what the words could mean. It is not important for the learners to figure out the actual meaning of the word – they just should try to find solutions. If you want, you can make a competition out of this activity: Hwo can guess the most words? The activity will, like Step 1, arouse pupil’s interest. (~ 5 min)

Activity 3: Ordering pictures
Print out the collage and cut out the single images. Some of them are still with text – you have to cut the text away. Hand out the pictures to the students. Two pupils work together and whether create their own story or try to guess the ‘real’ story by putting the pictures in order. (~ 8 min)

Activity 4: The story
Time for the story! Read out the story page by page and from time to time, give your pupils some time to reorganise their story. You have to keep in mind that the number of pictures and pages in the original book does not correspond with the number of pictures the pupils have got. (~ 10 min)

Activity 5: Speaking
Allow some of the groups to retell the story. This can also be done with activity 3: pupils can tell their own story before the real story is revealed. (~ 5 min)

Activity 6: Jumbled paragraphs
Print out page number 5 and 6 from this guideline and cut the text into pieces. Hand out the pieces to your students and they have, in pairs, to reconstruct the story. When they have finished this activity you can compare the results together. After this activity, all the students should get a complete version of the text.

Activity 7 (Homework): Build a story pyramid
Give each pupil one Story Pyramid. They have to fill in the gaps at home.

Activity 8: Text correction
Print out page number 8, cut it in two pieces. There are two different incorrect texts so that neighbours can’t cheat. Each text involves 10 mistakes:

· Text 1: invent, penguin, gloves, mother, eaten, went, don’t, your, car, car

· Text 2: small, no, turtle, possible, deal, meal, danced, visitors, won’t, sandwiches

If you want, you can make a little competition out of this activity: eg. The learner who finds at least 8 mistakes in his/her text gets a ‘+’/gets points.

Activity 9: Listing ideas for fluent, flexible thinkers
Print out page number 9 and hand it out to the pupils.
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