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Genuine Poetry can communicate before it is understood. 
(T.S. Eliot)

IN CLASS

1. Getting to know the poems
Keeping the above given quote in mind, read carefully through all poems (it doesn’t matter if you haven’t understood everything ), if you stumble across a new word and don’t know the meaning write it down and save it for the group work. After you are done reading stand up, the first four students who stand build together one group and so do the next four people…..
2. Vocabulary and poetry
First, compare your list of words you wrote down with the others, can somebody help you figure out the meaning of them, if nobody knows ask me. 

3. Dive into poetry
Now, you have probably recognized that the poem titles are missing. In your group discuss suitable titles for each poem and try to find one all group members can relate with, maybe you already know one of the poems – bring your knowledge into the group? Together answer the following questions:
· What have they all in common? Is there a central theme?

· Are there any distinctive differences? Try to name them.

· Are some written by the same author? Find pro and contra arguments. 

· Which poem was published the longest and which is the newest poem?

· Are they all poems? If not, which one is not poetic?

Announce a spokesperson for your group, he/she should be able to shortly present the findings and arguments you have come up with to the whole class. Listen carefully when the others are presenting it might come in handy later!
4. Choose one poem
After you have heard all the thoughts of the whole class about the poems choose one poem you like the most, so that every group member has one poem he/she can work on in more detail, if possible no double namings in one group. 
AT HOME

5. Short story or inner monologue
Now on your own write either a short story or an inner monologue ( give yourself about ten minutes time – you can also leave your table and sit in a corner of the room if you feel more comfortable there) about your poem. What does the poem trigger in you? Have you experienced something similar? In what circumstances was this poem written? 
6. Unravel the riddle 
Every poem is a small personal riddle, use the internet or books try to find out more about your poem, find the author and the time when it was written and maybe you can also gather some background information why this poem was written and for whom. Bring the most interesting information to class.

IN CLASS
7. Reciting melting pot
Take your poem and stand up and start silently reciting your poem, move around in class and listen into other students poems while you pass them, when you find somebody reciting the same poem silently choose a corner of the room together and stand there with him/her and try to recite together until your group is complete.

IMPORTANT: In order that this activity can work out and everybody can benefit from it, please try not to become louder while reciting or to drown the others, otherwise it will get to loud and nobody will be able to hear anything. If you have come to the end of your poem just start over and over again until you have found your group, stop when you have the feeling that your group is complete.

8. Compare findings

In your group look for a place where you all feel comfortable and sit down, it doesn’t matter if it is the floor or at a table. Now compare your findings and most interesting information you have gather about the poem. Have the others come up with the same or is there new information you have not come across. After talking about the informational things talk about why you chose the poem and how it relates with your life. Please be perceptive while others talk about their personal thoughts! When you feel that everybody had his/her say go back to your seat.

9. Give your poem color and texture
When you are back at your table again you will get a piece of paper from me, please try to paint your poem or illustrate it, maybe the personal insides of the group members have given you a new of looking at the poem? Or maybe it is still the same? 

Use any colors you like, if you don’t want to paint you can make a collage (material can be found in the box in the front).

If you don’t get done in class finish it at home – but don’t forget to bring it to the next session we will need it then!
AT HOME

10. Poetic essence or recycle the title
Poetic essence: Try to get the essence out of this poem, filter it down to the very part that this poem carries in it (from your point of view), for example, a few not related words from the poem or maybe even not, a sentence from it or a feeling. 

Recycle the title: Take the title of the poem and write a poem yourself and use the original as an inspiration, you can also use the title as an acrostic to start the lines e.g. the title = love

Love is here

Over there

Vain and

Endless 

!!!!Bring you favorit (anti) love poem or the lyrics of your favorit (anti) love song to class!!!

IN CLASS

11. Artistic fusion

Take your painting or collage from the last session and now find a place on it where you can write your poem down. You can do this in any color and with any pen. When you are done, get a clip and hang it on the cord that I have put up. 

If you don’t wish to have others look at it, keep it for yourself. 
12. Enjoy Art

As soon as everybody has put this piece of art on the cord you can get up and take a look at the whole poetic gallery you have created. Maybe somebody would like to recite his/her own poem?

To Round the whole thing up, we might listen to one or two songs that have been hidden in the “classic” poems. 

After looking at and appreciating our pieces we can add some more…

…you can also put your favorit (anti) love poem or the lyrics of your favorit (anti) love song on the cord so others can read it. 

Teacher Comments

For this project I chose three classical poems and three modern or contemporary love songs. However, this project can actually be done with any number of love poems and does not necessarily have to include the poems I chose, I tried to include a variety of both poems and songs from different genres and centuries so that the students can see the difference and the similarities it should give them a wider perspective of the theme of love. 

My choice

Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18
William Blake My pretty Rose Tree

e.e.cummings I carry your heart


Feist Let it die

Incubus Miss you

Beatles If I fell

All the songs are, of course, on YouTube too, so it might be an idea to listen to it to create an effect, to make the students aware that some love songs don’t sound like love songs. 

Task 7: I included this part as an experiment, I believe it depends a lot on the class if this activity works out or not. It gives the students the chance to listen into some personal poetic reading style of others it also give the students self the chance to get into the mood of the poem to get carried at least a bit to maybe even mediate while walking and reading, I personally believe that if this works out with a class well, the class might be a little enchanted by poetry. 

However, if I see this get out of control after one warning I would break up the activity and form groups just by telling them where each poem meets. 

Task 10: Personally I thought after working so much with love poetry, students should also get the chance to bring anti –love poems or songs just to balance the whole theme.
Additional Task:

If there is too much time during the 2. session in class, one could include work on literary figures in task 8. I would hand out each group a list with the most common literary figures used in poetry such as simile, metaphor, assonance, parallelism,…. and ask them to analyse their poem together. They should find figures the author uses in their poem and write down why they believe this literary figure is used and what it foregrounds. 

Packing list for this Project:

1. Session

· Poems ( each on a single sheet of paper and without the title and the author)

2. Session

· Colors  (Watercolors, crayons, pencils,…..)

· Scissors

· Paper for the Paintings ( A4 paper, 160g/250g)

· Magazines, Newspapers,….other stuff for Collage

3. Session

· Cord (at least four/five meters long)

· Clips

· Internet or CD’s for the love songs ( CD Player)

Peer Feedback

My comment on the peer feedback are written in italics!

Dear Hilde, 

that’s an other great project. I especially liked the idea of the anti-love poem. So even if there are some heartbroken students in your class they do not have to deal exclusively with all the romantic “blabla” but get the possibility to find poems/lyrics according to how they feel. 

What I found really hard myself are the time assumptions. I am not sure if 5 minutes are enough for task number 2 but…if you change this you have to change all the other times as well…I know. ( At a second look I think so too, I added a few more minutes!
Task 3 is really excellent; let the students choose a title and to ask them to dive into the background/history/poet of the poem is really a good idea to introduce them to poetry.

I do not understand the last part of task 4. What do you mean with no double namings; in one group or in the class- because the class idea isn’t working if there are 6 poems. Or is my thinking wrong? ( I meant no double namings in one group – I added. Altogether there will be more than one students choosing one poem so that in the next session groups can be build.

I wasn’t sure if number 5 is working because there is so much information on the internet. I checked if it is possible to come to the poem if you simply google the first line and it is. I really thought that this might not work because students would not get the information they need. 

The idea with the paintings on which to write a love poem is really nice even more when the students see all the different paintings and poems. I think it is important that the students see a result of their work and that they do not work only for finishing the tasks. 

I hope this helps even though I couldn’t give you many suggestions for improvement. 

All the best, 

Feli
Let it Die (Feist)

Let it die and get out of my mind 
We don't see eye to eye 
Or hear ear to ear 

Don't you wish that we could forget that kiss 
And see this for what it is 
That we're not in love 

The saddest part of a broken heart 
Isn't the ending so much as the start 

It was hard to tell just how I felt 
To not recognize myself 
I started to fade away 

And after all it won't take long to fall in love 
Now I know what I don't want 
I learned that with you 

The saddest part of a broken heart 
Isn't the ending so much as the start 
The tragedy starts from the very first spark 
Losing your mind for the sake of your heart 
The saddest part of a broken heart 
Isn't the ending so much as the start

Sonnet 18 ( William Shakespeare)
Shall I compare thee to a summer's day? 
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer's lease hath all too short a date: 
Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines,
And often is his gold complexion dimm'd; 
And every fair from fair sometime declines,
By chance or nature's changing course untrimm'd;
But thy eternal summer shall not fade
Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest;
Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade,
When in eternal lines to time thou growest: 
So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this and this gives life to thee.

My Pretty Rose Tree (William Blake)
A flower was offered to me,
Such a flower as May never bore;
But I said "I've a pretty rose tree,"
And I passed the sweet flower o'er.

Then I went to my pretty rose tree,
To tend her by day and by night;
But my rose turned away with jealousy,
And her thorns were my only delight.

If I fell ( The Beatles)

If I fell in love with you
Would you promise to be true
And help me understand
'cause I've been in love before
And I found that love was more
Than just holding hands

If I give my heart to you
I must be sure
From the very start
That you would love me more than her

If I trust in you, oh please
Don't run and hide
If I love you too, oh please
Don't hurt my pride like her
'cause I couldn't stand the pain
And I would be sad if our new love was in vain

So I hope you see that I
Would love to love you
And that she will cry
When she learns we are two
cause I couldn't stand the pain
and I would be sad if our new love was in vain

so I hope you see that I
would love to love you
and that she will cry when she learns we are two.



If I fell in love with you
i carry your heart (e.e.cummings)
i carry your heart with me (i carry it in
my heart) i am never without it (anywhere
i go you go, my dear; and whatever is done
by only me is your doing, my darling)
i fear
no fate (for you are my fate, my sweet) i want
no world (for beautiful you are my world, my true)
and it's you are whatever a moon has always meant
and whatever a sun will always sing is you

here is the deepest secret nobody knows
(here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud
and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; which grows
higher than soul can hope or mind can hide)
and this is the wonder that's keeping the stars apart

i carry your heart (i carry it in my heart)

I miss you (Incubus)

To see you when I wake up
Is a gift I didn't think could be real.
To know that you feel the same as I do
Is a three-fold, Utopian dream.

You do something to me that I can't explain.
So would I be out of line if I said "I miss you"?

I see your picture.
I smell your skin on
The empty pillow next to mine.
You have only been gone ten days,
But already I'm wasting away.
I know I'll see you again
Whether far or soon.
But I need you to know that I care,
And I miss you.

Love songs





Classical poems
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