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Student Worksheet
Metroland
by Julian Barnes

Work in your group; share reflections and impressions about the book, and do the tasks below. Divide the tasks among the group members(e.g. If your group consists of five people each student in your group should choose and do two task). Collect all the tasks in your project folder and hand it in for assessment.
Task 1:  Metroland
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Metroland is the name that refers to the suburban areas that were built to the northwest of London in the early part of the 20th century, and were served by the Metropolitan Railway. When reading Metroland  mark the passages that talk about Metroland and the life in London suburbs. What did Metroland symbolize for Chris when he was adolescent? How does he regard it as a grown-up?
Task 2: Character profile
The main character in Metroland, whose growing-up we are following, is Christopher Lloyd. Collect information about him while reading the book. Create a profile for his character according to the following scheme (write what do you find out about the character’s environment, behaviour etc. in the appropriate circle.). Create one portrait for the adolescent Chris and then one for the grown-up Chris and note how his personality developed. 
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Task 3: Adolescent preoccupations
“As you can see, we worried about large things in those days. And why not? When else do you get to worry about them?” (p.15) What did preoccupate Chris and his best friend Toni in their adolescent years? Account for their concepts of écraser, épater, the Constructive Loaf, Scorched Earth, Reconstruction, SST. 
Task 4: Art
Art held a special place in the lives of young Chris and Toni. “Art was the most important thing in life, the constant to which one could be unfailingly devoted and which would never cease to reward; more crucially, it was the stuff whose effect on those exposed to it was ameliorative. It made people not just fitter for friendship and more civilized (we saw the circularity of that), but better – kinder, wiser, nicer, more peaceful, more active, more sensitive” (p. 29)

Chris and Toni tried to observe the way in which people are are improved the moment they perceive a work of art, and they tried to account for the way in which art influenced them. Try a do one of their experiments. Choose one of the paintings below, “expose” yourself to it for a couple of minutes and then consider and write down your response. 
How did Chris’ and Toni’s attitude towards art changed in their adulthood?
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Van Dyck: Charles I in three positions
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Brueghel: Landscape with the Fall of Icarus

Task 5: Paris
The second part of the book deals with Chris’ six months in Paris. Why did he go there and what did he expect from his Paris experience? What did he gain from it in the end?
Task 6: Letter to Toni

Two friends remained in contact during Chris’ time in Paris; they exchanged letters. Write a letter from Chris’ perspective, describing his impressions of Paris and people he met there.

Task 7: Adulthood
In the third part of the book we get a glimpse into Chris’ and Toni’s adult world. Compare their lifestyles. Whose life is closer to their adolescent ideal? Have the two friends remained close? 
Task 8: Happiness

“I call myself a happy man: if preachy, then out of sense of modest excitement, not pride. I wonder why happiness is despised nowadays: dismissively confused with comfort or complacency, judged an enemy of social – even technological – progress. People often refuse to believe it when they see it; disregard it as something merely lucky, merely genetic: a few drops of this, a dash of that, a couple of synapses unclogged. Not an achievement.” (p. 175)
Does Chris question his happiness? Why? Do you think he is really a happy man?

Task 9: Object relations
At the end of each of the three parts of the book Chris talks about objects that remind him of a certain period in his life. Choose an object or objects that reminds you of a particular period, a specific event, feeling or a person from your past  and write what they mean to you (write about 200 words).
Task 10: Literary form of the novel
Metroland can be described as a Bildungsroman. Look at the definition below and mark and comment all the elements of a Bildungsroman that you can find in this novel.
Bildungsroman is a German term signifying “novel of formation” or “novel of education”. The subject of these novels is the development of the protagonist’s mind and character, in the passage from childhood through varied experiences – and often through a spiritual crisis – into maturity, which usually involves recognition of one’s own identity and role in the world. 
Peer feedback and resulting changes

I think the text you have chosen and the tasks you have prepared are suitable for the age group you are aiming at. The student instructions could be a bit clearer at some points, though (task 2 for example). I think the unit is well structured, although you could perhaps reconsider the order of your tasks. The material is ready for use in the class.
After I got this feedback I tried to make my instructions more clear and more simple. I have also changed the order of some of the tasks, e.g. I’ve put questions about the setting and characters at the beginning and then the tasks which deal with plot and literary form of the novel.
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