
  

K a r l - F r a n z e n s  U n i v e r s i t ä t  G r a z  

SS10 
 

Literature project: 
Bootcamp 

Upper School 
David Schönmayr 

PS4 – Methodology of Teaching Literature and Culture 



Table of Contents 

Teacher’s notes ................................................................................................................................. 2 

WELCOME TO LAKE BATTLEFIELD! ................................................................................................... 3 

Station 1 - PHRASES ........................................................................................................................... 4 

Station 2 – POSTCARD to parents ........................................................................................................ 5 

Station 3 – Post Stamp ......................................................................................................................... 6 

Station 4 – Folder ................................................................................................................................. 7 

Station 5 – Newspaper snippet .............................................................................................................. 8 

Station 6 – BACK IN TI ......................................................................................................................... 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Teacher’s notes 

8th grade, children have already read “Bootcamp” by Todd Strasser 

 

This is a project which can be done independently by a group of students. It is intended not 

to be a standard project, but similar to a boot camp. Therefore, try to adapt your wardrobe 

to look like a drill sergeant who is absolutely authoritative by nature. Think of accessories 

which might emphasize the illusion like a thunderer whistle. 

 

Necessary preparations  

Enough instruction sheets at each station 

Station 1: Vocab cards 

Station 2: Postcards 

Station 3: Stamps and fine liners 

Station 4: A4 sheets 

Station 5: PC with internet connection, printer 

Station 6: ------- 

 

Guideline for the teacher 

Hand out the instruction sheet with the points system and tell them to start! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 DrILL READING PROJECT: 
BOOT CAMP 

WELCOME TO LAKE BATTLEFIELD!  

 

IN ORDER TO SURVIVE THIS DRILL in groups of 4, YOU HAVE TO RISE 

AT LEAST 10 LEVELS: 

 

STATION 1:  PHRASES     LEVELS TO EARN: 1 

STATION 2: POSTCARD TO PARENTS  LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

Station 3: Post Stamp    LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

STATION 4: FOLDER     LEVELS TO EARN: 3 

Station 5: newspaper snippet   Levels to earn: 2 

STATION 6: BACK IN TI     LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

 

HIGH LEVELS WILL BE REWARDED! 

Now take a LEVEL ACCOUNT (folder) and start working!!!  

 

AND REMEMBER: 

Your parents sent you to LAKE BATTLEFIELD because they 

love you. AND REMEMBER: You must demonstrate your 

allegiance to lake battlefield’s program 



Reading Project: Boot Camp 

Station 1 - PHRASES 

 

Single work / LEVELS TO EARN: 1 

 

Take the book and chose 3-5 new phrases that you want to remember and 

write them on the vocab cards! 

 

 

 

AND DON’T FORGET: 

YOU WILL BE OBSERVED BY A STAFF MEMBER OR 

STUDENT GUARD AT ALL TIMES, SO Choose WISELY! 

 

  



Reading Project: Boot Camp 

Station 2 – POSTCARD to parents 

 

Groups of 2 / LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

 

Imagine being kidnapped from your home in the middle of the night, to be 

taken to a boot camp for troubled teens. Imagine knowing that you don't 

deserve the cruel beatings and harsh living conditions, but there is nothing 

you can do about it. Your parents decide your fate.  

 

How would you react if your parents did this to you? In your group, write a 

POSTCARD to them in order to convince them to get you out of there as fast 

as possible! 

 

 

AND REMEMBER: 

YOU WILL ENDEAVOR TO RISE THROUGH THE LEVELS 

NECESSARY FOR GRADUATION! 

 

 

  



Reading Project: Boot Camp 

Station 3 – Post Stamp 

 

Single work / LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

 

Imagine you are one of the inmates in Lake Harmony. Think of a plan to get 

away and write it on one of the post stamps as you can easily manage to give 

it to your best friend in the boot camp: Garrett 

 

Of course, you can use the book to reread passages if necessary; try to use 

appropriate vocabulary. 

 

 

 

AND DON’T FORGET: 

You will BE HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR YOUR ACTIONS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Project: Boot Camp 

Station 4 – Folder 

 

Group work / LEVELS TO EARN: 3 

 

Imagine you are the head of the boot camp “Lake Harmony”. Now you want to 

expand and launch a boot camp in Austria. Your task is now to develop a 

brochure for this new facility which should attract lots of parents who think 

their children might need a stronger lead. Take an A4 sheet and fold it like the 

sample sheet and write your advertising texts (and drawings) onto this folder. 

Afterwards, we’ll do a short poll and of course, the group with the most 

persuasive folder will be rewarded with 1 extra level!  

 

 

 

AND REMEMBER: 

ADDITIONAL PRIVILEGES WILL BE YOUR REWARD FOR 

RISING THROUGH THE LEVELS! 

 

 

 



Reading Project: Boot Camp 

Station 5 – Newspaper snippet 
 

Group work with PC / LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

 

Imagine you are a journalist who 

stumbled upon Garret after he had been 

released from the boot camp in Graz. He 

told you the whole story and you are 

simply shocked by the fact, that there 

are facilities like those even in Graz!  

Now write a very short, revealing cover 

story for a newspaper about the horrible 

boot camp in the south of Graz. Imagine 

you could prevent more boot camps 

from being launched in Austria and even 

shut down the one in Graz! Think of an attention-grabbing title and use powerful words 

you can find in the book by Todd Strasser! Remember, that your words are strongly 

limited in the snippet!  

 
 

http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp 

 

AND REMEMBER: 

ANY VIOLATION OF THE RULES WILL RESULT IN DEMERITS! 

http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp


Reading Project: Boot Camp 

Station 6 – BACK IN TI 
 

Single work / LEVELS TO EARN: 2 

 

AAH!?! WHERE……? WHERE AM I? …… BACK IN TI? ……. BUT WHY? 

WHAT happened this time? …… Oh my god it’s cold in here! I am freezing! Is 

blood dripping out of my nose? …… and my head!!! IT hurts 

gruelingly…………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And now continue this inner monologue! (min 80 words) 

 

 

AND DON’t FORGET: 

SUCCESS AT LAKE BATTLEFIELD CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED 

BY CHANGING YOUR ATTITUDE! 


