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Pre-viewing activities

A) Future Plans: Find somebody who … (and write down their names)

… wants to go to university. ___________________________________________________________________
… would like to attend a “Fachhochschule” ____________________________

… is planning to go abroad _______________________________ (Where? ___________________________)

… wants to work in the social sector _________________________________
… would like to find a job in the IT sector ___________________________

… is interested in finding work in the creative or cultural field ______________________________

… would like to work with children ____________________________________

… wants to be an employee of a big and successful company. _____________________________

… won’t do anything and will live off unemployment benefits _____________________________

… wants to do something else, namely _____________________________________
B) Studying in Austria
Group discussion:
· Which fields of study do you find interesting?

· What would you never ever study? Why not?

· Which fields of study will make it easy to find a job afterwards? 

· Which will make it difficult? 

· How much do you have to pay if you want to go to university in Austria?

· How do Austrian students finance their studies?

· Describe the image we have of the ‘typical Austrian university student’.

C) Studying in the United States (Group and partner work)
1. Do you know the names of some famous American universities?
___________________________________________________________________________________________

2. With a partner look at the chart of the US education system (next page). Which possibilities do Americans have after graduating from High School?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the difference between undergraduate and graduate education?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Guess how high the fees are for studying at Harvard for one year?
Your guess: _________________________________ Solution: __________________________________

5. Which possibilities do American students have to finance their studies?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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While and after viewing activities
Malcolm in the Middle - Graduation
1. Who is speaking? (00.00.25 – 00.01.03)
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	Lois
	Hal
	Malcolm
	Reese


Watch the scene without sound and then decide who said what. Use one color for each character and underline what they say!

skeeving
Scholarships, financial aid, cover 26,000, plus the Flesch grant, the Hannoan fellowship, 200 dollars scratching your dad one. I got accepted into Harvard. How the hell am I gonna pay for it? But we’ve got to find a way. It’s my dream school. It’s 2,000 miles away from mom. The Cook grant. We’re still 5,000 dollars short! What? Skeeving Harvard bastards. Well, well, well … “Mr. Knows How To Multiply” is freaking out about his future? Well, I am set for life. Reese, don’t you think it’s even a little bit sad to become a janitor at your own high school? Assistant janitor. 
Vocabulary work: 

a) Find three expressions for “Stipendium” in the dialogue:________________________


_________________________________


_________________________________
b) Say it in your own words (paraphrase)!

	We’re still 5,000 dollars short!
	

	…is freaking out about his future?
	

	Well, I am set for life.
	

	janitor
	


2. True or False? (00.01.03 – 00.03.05)
a) Carefully watch the next scene and then decide whether the following statements are true or false!

T
F
Reese is moving in with his friend after his graduation. 
(
(
Lois doesn’t like the fact that Reese is moving out.
(
(
Malcolm will do several different part-time jobs in order to finance his studies.
(
(
Dewey is happy that his brothers are going to move out soon.
(
(
Steeve’s father thinks that his son should be the valedictory speaker. 
(
(
b) Malcolm is the valedictorian at the graduation. What does that mean?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c) In the last part of the scene Reese mentions the “nuclear option” which they can get rid off now. What do you think that is? Make a guess!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The Nuclear Option? (00.03.05 – 00.04.20)
Watch the scene and then fill in the following information about the ‘Nuclear Option’:
	What is it?
	What was it for?
	Why did they keep the evidence?
	What will they do with it?

	
	
	
	


4. Reese’s Plan (00.04.40 – 00.05.52)
Reese loves his new job but usually new janitors are fired after 30 days of probation because of all the benefits they would receive once they are in the labor union. 
In order to keep his job Reese has the idea to create a “thirty day mess”. 

What do you think he is going to do? Write 4 sentences!

Maybe Reese is going to ________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary work: 

Reese said he wanted to create a mess that is big, sticky, and disgusting. Can you think of other words to describe a mess? Work with a partner and draw a mind map!

5. Watch the next few minutes for enjoyment! (00.05.52 - 00.07.14)
6. Reese is creating a big mess (00.07.14 – 00.70.55)
· Student A
Watch the scene without sound and tell your partner what’s happening.
· Student B
Turn around so that you can’t see the television. Listen to your partner’s descriptions and ask questions if necessary.
7. Watch the next  6 minutes for enjoyment! (00.07.55 - 00.14.30)
8. Reese is creating a big mess (00.14.30 – 00.15.25.)
a) Reese has collected all the dirt in a big barrel which he put in the car to bring to high school. All the family is sitting in the car and is ready to go to Malcolm’s graduation. 
· Student B
Watch the scene without sound and tell your partner what’s happening.
· Student A
Turn around so that you can’t see the television. Listen to your partner’s descriptions and ask questions if necessary.
9. Argument between Malcolm and his mother (00.15.25 – 00.17.55)
Malcolm is angry because his mom didn’t allow him to accept the great job offer. 
With a partner read the following dialogue and together try to figure out what Malcolm is saying!
Malcolm:
You know what? I’m glad. This is appropriate. Now my life looks exactly how I feel. How could you screw me over like that?
Lois:
Because you were gonna take that job, and we are not gonna let you throw your life away. 

Malcolm:
________________________________________________________________________________________?

Lois:
Because it’s not the life you’re supposed to have! 
The life you’re supposed to have is you go to Harvard, and you earn every fellowship and internship they have. You graduate first in your class, and you’ll start working in public services, and then you become governor in a mid-sized state and then you become president.

Malcolm:
___________________________________________?

Lois:
Of the United States!

Malcolm:
_____________________!

Hal:
I’m sorry, son. It’s true. Our expectations started out much smaller, but you just kept upping the end.
Malcolm:
___________________________________________________________

Lois:
Well it’s too late for that, you’re gonna do it!

Malcolm:
_______________________________________________________________________________________?

Lois:
That doesn’t matter. What does matter is you’ll be the only person in that position who will ever give a crap about people like us. We’ve been getting the short end of the stick for thousands of years. And I for one AM SICK OF IT! Now you’re gonna be president, Mister, and that’s the end of it.

Malcolm: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________?

Lois:
Of course it did. We decided against it.

Malcolm: 
_______________________________?

Lois: 
Because then you wouldn’t be a good president. You wouldn’t have suffered enough. 

Malcolm: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Lois:
I’m sorry. It’s not enough. You know what it’s like to be poor. And you know what it’s like to work hard. Now you’re gonna learn what it’s like to sweep floors, and bust your ass, and accomplish twice as much as all the kids around you. And it won’t mean anything because they’ll still look down on you. And you’ll want so much for them to like you, and they just won’t. And it’ll break your heart. And that will make your heart bigger, and open your eyes, and finally you’ll realize that there’s more to life than proofing you’re the smartest person in the world. 
I’m sorry Malcolm. But you don’t get the easy path. You don’t get to just have fun and be rich and live the life of luxury. 
Hal:
That’s Dewey.

Dewey:
Really?

Malcolm: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

Lois:
You look me in the eye, and you tell me you can’t do it ...

b) When you have completed the dialogue watch the scene and find out if you were able to guess what Malcolm is saying.
c) Vocabulary work: Say it in your own words!

to screw sb. over ………………………………………………………………………………………

to keep upping the end ……………………………………………………………………………...

to give a crap about sth. …………………………………………………………………………….

to get the short end of the stick ………………………………………………………………….

10. Watch the next minute for enjoyment! (00.17.55 – 00.19.10)

11. The speech (00.19.10 – 00.20.00)
Watch and listen carefully to Malcolm’s valedictory speech. Fill in the missing words!
 “Like all of you I’m praying for this speech to be over soon. Most of us have been _____________________ this day for years. The day we leave childhood and achieve _____________________________. But even if we move thousands of miles away, there’s no ______________. Our families are coming with us. They’ll be with us _____________________. In our habits, our gestures, and in the __________________ we make. So we’ll never be _________________. But we’ll never be alone. As Paul McCartney once said, …”
12. Your own valedictory speech
Imagine you have just graduated from your school. Write your own short (100-150 words) valedictory speech expressing your feelings, your thoughts, and your hopes/visions for the future.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Have fun watching the end of the sitcom!!
MESS
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