[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]



Introduction to 

Foreign Language Didactics

David Newby

Course handout

[image: image4.jpg]



in conjunction with:

The European Portfolio for

Student Teachers of Languages

[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.emf] 
Fachdidaktik website: http://www.uni-graz.at/angl3www/
Moodle: http://moodle.uni-graz.at/
	Fachdidaktik am Institut für Anglistik - Notes for students


English Language Didactics
The courses which comprise the didactics component of your teacher education in the English Department consist of 13 hours of lectures and Proseminare, in which your two teaching practices will be embedded. In addition, the lecture ‘Applied Linguistics for Language Teachers’ will focus on links between linguistic theory and language teaching. An optional Research Seminar is offered to all students; attendance is essential for those who write a Diplomarbeit in Fachdidaktik. 
AIMS

The aims of the English didactics (Fachdidaktik) courses are:

· to provide you with important theoretical insights relevant to learning and teaching English as a foreign language

· to help you to become aware of didactic competences that teachers need to develop by providing a framework for reflexion, analysis and discussion (EPOSTL) 

· to acquaint you with various methodological options for teaching EFL 

· to help you to develop some of the skills and competences you will need as future teachers of English (Schulpraktikum)

[image: image7.emf]The focus throughout will be on both theoretical and practical aspects of teaching and learning. The courses held by Prof. Newby will give particular emphasis to theoretical aspects of methodology and language acquisition and will focus on pedagogical grammar. He will also be providing a European perspective to courses, based on his work for the Council of Europe. 

The practical implementation of principles of methodology will be dealt with by classroom teachers from various Gymnasien in Graz. 

[image: image8.emf]
Dr. Elisabeth Pölzleitner (Graz International Bilingual School - GIBS). 
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Mag. Sylvia Grangl (Gymnasium der Ursulinen), 
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Mag. Barbara Cencic (Akademisches Gymnasium), 

In addition, Dr. Pfandl-Buchegger and Dr. Elicker will hold courses on phonetics. 
Further information about Fachdidaktik at the Anglistik can be found on our website: http://www.uni-graz.at/angl3www/. (You can also find a comprehensive bibliography there.)
If you have any problems or questions you can consult:

· David Newby: Sprechstunde, Mittwoch, 15.00 – 16.30, Zi, 321

· Elisabeth Pölzleitner: Sprechstunde, Mo. 12.00 – 12.30, Zi 333

· Cornelia Schröpel (Studienassistentin Fachdidaktik)

	Fachdidaktik: CURRICULUM STRUCTURE


The courses comprise two compulsory and one optional modules, as follows:

Modul H: (1. Studienabschnitt)
Lecture (Vorlesung mit Übung): Introduction to ELT methodology (Newby), in which you will learn about the main issues and aspects of modern language teaching.

PS1: Methods and techniques of FL teaching (Grangl) will focus on practical aspects of teaching and provide a hands-on introduction. Preparation, support and discussion of the first teaching practice.
PS2: Cognitive and affective aspects of learning English as a Foreign Language (Newby), which will be concerned with theories of language learning, their implications for the classroom and applications in materials design. The focus will be on pedagogical grammar.
PS 3: Advanced pronunciation for teachers (Pfandl-Buchegger) will provide theoretical and practical insights into teaching phonetics and phonology.
Module I: (2. Studienabschnitt)
PS4: Methodology of Teaching Literature and Culture (Pölzleitner). This PS will be concerned with the specific nature of developing awareness of these important aspects of language education.

PS5: School Practice Facilitation (Cencic). Preparation, support and discussion of the second teaching practice. 
PS6: Language Education for Specific Contexts (Pölzleitner). The focus will be on ‘language for specific purpose’ (Fachsprachen) and will consider contexts such as teaching at a BHS, HTL etc. and teaching ‘English across the Curriculum’ (Englisch als Arbeitssprache).

Modul K: Vertiefungsfach (Freies Wahlfach)
English Didactics Research Seminar (Newby). This seminar will focus on innovation and research into foreign language teaching. We shall look at new trends, both in Austria and in other European countries. The course will also allow students working on Diplomarbeiten or Dissertationen in Fachdidaktik to present and discuss their work. 
In addition to your Fachdidaktik programme, two other courses are designed especially for future language teachers:

· Error analysis and assessment
· Applied linguistics for language teachers
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ZUSAMMENHAN-

GEND SPRECHEN

Sprache Name

/v das kann ich sicher und gut v das kann ich normalerweise % meine Ziele

Fiir die produktive Fertigkeit ,,Zusammenhingend sprechen® stehen erginzende Informatio-

: i nen zu qualitativen Aspekten wie Spektrum (Wortschatz und Strukturen), grammatikalische
Korrektheit, Fliissigkeit etc
Verfiigung. Diese Informationen kénnen lhnen ein genaueres Bild dariiber verschaffen, was auf
einzelnen Niveaustufen zu erwarten ist. '

I. Ich kann mich, meine Familie und meinen Freundes- und Bekann-
tenkreis in einzelnen, ganz einfachen Sitzen beschreiben.

2. Ich kann in ganz kurzen, eingeiibten Einzelsitzen mitteilen, wo ich
wohne.

3.Ich kann in ganz kurzen, eingeiibten Einzelsitzen dariber infor-
mieren, welche Ausbildung ich mache oder welchem Beruf ich
nachgehe.

4. Ich kann jemanden (z.B. einen Redner oder einen Gast) in kurzen,
eingelibten Sitzen vorstellen.

5. Ich kann kurze Texte, die ich immer wieder gehort habe oder
auswendig kann (z.B. Gedichte, Slogans, Lieder, Pop-Songs), wieder-
geben.

6. Ich kann Zahlen wiedergeben (z.B.Telefonnummern).

Fir ZUSAMMENHANGEND SPRECHEN gilt auf dem Niveau Al:
Der Sprecher oder die Sprecherin beherrscht einige auswendig gelernte, einfache Alltagsausdriicke, um damit
elementare Informationen iiber sich und andere weiterzugeben.

44 © Verlag Veritas & Osterreichisches Sprachen-Kompetenz-Zentrum/OSZ
& Center fiir Berufsbezogene Sprachen/CEBS, Linz/Graz/Salzburg 2007







	Extracts from Fachdidaktik Curriculum 


Erster Studienabschnitt: Modul und Lehrveranstaltungen


(1.2) H.1.a.: Institute-übergreifende Besuchsdurchlässigkeit: Die VU wird sprachenübergreifend an

den Instituten Anglistik, Romanistik und Slawistik angeboten; Lehramtsstudierende zweier

Sprachenfächer brauchen diese Lehrveranstaltung deshalb nur einmal (an einem der drei Institute

ihrer Wahl) absolvieren und können in diesem Fall die VU ihres zweiten Sprachenfaches durch ein

Freies Wahlfach ersetzen.

 (1.3) H.1.b.: Das PS 1 muss im selben Semester wie das erste Praktikum im UF Englisch (SPA 1.3,

s. § A 8 Abs. 1) absolviert werden.
Zweiter Studienabschnitt: Modul und Lehrveranstaltungen
[image: image1.emf]
(2.1.) I.2.b.: Das PS 5 muss im selben Semester wie das zweite Praktikum im UF Englisch (SPA

2.1, s. § A 8 Abs. 1) absolviert werden.

(2.2) K.2.b., K.2.c., K.2.d., K.2.e.: Um eine Vertiefung innerhalb des Studiums zu ermöglichen, sind

im Modul K zwei aus den vier Fachgebieten Sprach-, Literatur-, Kulturwissenschaft oder

Fremdsprachendidaktik/ Sprachlehrforschung zu wählen.
	VU: Introduction to Foreign Language Didactics


The main materials for Introduction to Foreign Language Didactics (IFLD) are the five units which comprise the course handout. In each unit one aspect of didactics will be discussed. In addition to familiarising yourself with the content of these units you will be given various tasks and assignments throughout the semester. 

In order to pass the course your must attend regularly and complete assignments you will be given. These assignments are an essential part of the course and will help you to gain knowledge and expertise beyond what you learn during the lecture. Your semester grade will be based on a written examination taken at the end of the semester. You will find an example of a recent examination on the Moodle website (see below). 

To supplement the course handout, you may wish to purchase a copy of:

	Harmer, J. (2007) The Practice of English Language Teaching (4th edition). Harlow: Pearson Education Limited. 


This book will help you to get a broader picture of didactics than that offered in the limited scope of the units. Other books you may wish to consult are:

Recommended introductions to Language Teaching Methodology:

Carter, R. and Nunan, D. (2001) The Cambridge Guide to Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Gehring, W. (1999) Englische Fachdidaktik: eine Einführung. Berlin: Erich Schmidt Verlag

Hedge, T. (2000) Teaching and Learning in the Language Classroom. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Müller-Hartmann, A. and Schocker-von Ditfurth, M. (2004) Introduction to English Language Teaching. Stuttgart: Klett Verlag

Richards, J.C. and Renandya, W.A. (2002) Methodology in Language Teaching: An Anthology of Current Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Sarter, H. (2006) Einführung in die Fremdsprachendidaktik. Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft. 

Ur, P. (1996) A Course in Language Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

Moodle - Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment

In this course we shall be making use of MOODLE – a learning platform which is used widely at the University. It is important that you register for the IFLD Moodle site immediately. To do this, enter through the link http://moodle.uni-graz.at/ and register for IFLD (note that there are two parallel groups so make sure you register for the one you are attending). In addition, you will need a password to enter: this is IFLDSS11a/b (a for the Monday group; b for the Wednesday group). You will download course materials from here and will upload your assignments. 
Code of Conduct

Please observe the following points, which will facilitate the efficiency of the IFLD:

· Arrive a few minutes before the course starts so that we can begin on time.
· Hand assignments on time. It will not be possible to upload late assignments and they will not be read.

· Do not leave the room during the course time. This is very disturbing.
Thank you for your understanding.

	Introduction to the EPOSTL 



In additional to the course handout, we shall be making frequent use of the “European Portfolio for Student Teachers of Languages” (EPOSTL). We shall use EPOSTL in most sessions so make sure that you always have it with you. (You may find it convenient to put both the course handout and EPOSTL in a single ring folder.) EPOSTL will also be used in your other Fachdidaktik courses at the Anglistik and in your teaching practice. If you study a second language it may also be used in these Fachdidaktik courses. 
	What is the EPOSTL for?


EPOSTL will help you to understand what competences a teacher of foreign languages needs to acquire; it will 

· help you to reflect on and analyse what a teacher’s professional competence consists of 

· help you to reflect on and self-assess your developing competence 

· chart your progress throughout your teacher education. 

The EPOSTL consists of three sections: Personal statement, Self-assessment, Dossier.

	PERSONAL STATEMENT


Although you are only at the beginning of your teacher education, you are not a tabula rasa as far as your didactic knowledge is concerned. Having learnt languages for many years, you already have some clear ideas about how to teach, and probably about how not to teach. EPOSTL will help you to activate and demonstrate this latent knowledge but also to challenge ideas that you may hold. This section will help you to think about your own experiences of being taught and your own expectations both of your teacher education course and the teaching profession. 
	SELF ASSESSMENT COMPETENCE DESCRIPTORS


The main part of the EPOSTL contains a catalogue of 195 ‘competence descriptors’, which serve the purpose of both reflection and self-assessment. You will be given ‘reflection tasks’ both during the course and for homework. 

From time to time during the semester, you will be asked to make a ‘self-assessment’ of your own knowledge or competence with regard to particular skills. Don’t be afraid to do this! This self-assessment is for your own personal use and your teacher will not see how you have assessed yourself (though your fellow-students may). Note that self-assessment plays no role in the grade you will be given at the end of the semester. Making regular self-assessments during your studies and during your teaching practice will help you to chart your progress.

	DOSSIER


Another important part of the EPOSTL is the ‘Dossier’ section, in which you will collect pieces of work – short essays, examples of teaching materials, your own reflection on aspects of didactics etc. Dossier tasks may or may not be collected in or graded by your teacher. However, it is important that you do the dossier assignments as they will play an important role in your professional development. Note that your ability to work autonomously is an essential part of the IFLD course. 

You will find out more about EPOSTL in the User’s Guide on page 83. 

The EPOSTL is a Council of Europe publication and was developed by an international team of teacher educators. It is used by student teachers both at other Austrian universities and Pädagogische Hochschulen and in countries across Europe and beyond. It has been translated into twelve languages. In addition to English, there are versions in French, German, Polish, Italian, Greek, Romanian, Hungarian, Lithuanian, Spanish, Croatian and Russian. Most of these translations are downloadable from the EPOSTL website: http://epostl2.ecml.at/ - resources.  

	EUROPEAN LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO 


Seeing language in terms of competences is a common feature of modern language teaching. A competence approach makes it possible to be explicit about what language proficiency consists of. 

Statements about competences in the form of ‘I can’ descriptors help learners to understand the aims of language learning and to assess their own language competence. 

A document used in many European schools is the European Language Portfolio/ Europäisches Sprachenportfolio. Just as EPOSTL helps you to reflect on didactic competences, the ELP/ESP helps pupils to reflect on their language competences. 


Extract from Das Europäische Sprachenportfolio (Sekundarstufe II), page 44 

	GETTING TO KNOW THE EPOSTL


	
PERSONAL STATEMENT

Do exercise 1 on page 10 of EPOSTL in groups. When you have finished, try to categorise your comments on teaching in some way: e.g. teacher’s personality, methodological skills, choice of materials etc. 




	
You are going to watch a film of a teacher conducting an English lesson at a private language school. Imagine that she has asked you to give her some feedback about her lesson. Make notes in the table below.


	Comments on Laura’s lesson (Taken from a DVD accompanying Harmer, 2007.)

	


	
SELF-ASSESSMENT DESCRIPTORS – GROUP ACTIVITY 

Imagine that you are working as a mentor observing a student (Laura) on her teaching practice. You have to give her very structured feedback. 

a) Look at the mind map on page 6 of EPOSTL. Choose 2 of the 7 headings (context, methodology etc) which you think are most relevant for the feedback your wish to give Laura.

b) Now choose any 2 of the sub-categories (Interaction with Learners etc.) which are most relevant to your feedback. 

c) Look at those pages of EPOSTL where these headings can be found. Then select those descriptors which you want to use to provide her with feedback.

d) Finally, make an assessment of her competences based on these descriptors.

 


Comment:

This activity has helped you to get to know the EPOSTL better but also has demonstrated that, in providing feedback to Laura, you already possess a considerable amount of pedagogical competence yourself. It is one of the aims of this, and other Fachdidaktik courses, to build on and develop this didactic competence. 

	
SELF-ASSESSMENT

Some EPOSTL descriptors refer not to didactic competences but to language competence. One of these is:

‘I can conduct a lesson in the target language.’ (1, p43)

Turn to this page in the EPOSTL and make a self-assessment. You can do this individually or in groups. Add the date below your assessment. 

If you want to make notes about your reasons for making this assessment, you will find a reflection grid for this purpose on page 58.




	
DOSSIER TASK

Write a report on Laura’s lesson. Make use of the EPOSTL descriptors as appropriate.
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Schulpraktikum II





Diplomarbeit/ Diplomprüfung 


in Fachdidaktik


(oder Sprach- , Literatur- oder Kulturwiss.)





PS 6: Language Education for Specific Contexts (EP)








PS 4: Methodology of teaching lit. and culture (EP)





Vertiefungsfach (Wahlfach):


English didactics research seminar (DN)





PS 5: School practice facilitation.  Vorbereitung, Begleitung und Nachbereitung von Praktikum II (BC)





PS 3. Advanced pronunciation for teachers (I.P-B)  








PS 2. Cognitive and 


Affective Aspects of Learning English as a Foreign Language (DN)





PS1: Methods and Techniques of FL teaching - Vorbereitung, Begleitung und Nachbereitung von Praktikum I (SG) 





Schulpraktikum I





Introduction to Foreign Language 


Didactics (DN)





Institut für Slawistik





ODER





Institut für Romanistik





ODER





Z W E I T E R   S T U D I E N A B S C H N I T T











Sprachausbildung: Error Analysis and Assessment





Sprachwissenschaft: Applied Linguistics for Language Teachers





Pfeile weisen auf Voraussetzungen hin 





OPTIONAL





TASK 1





TASK 2





TASK 3





TASK 4





TASK 5








