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Abstract

In a globalized modernity, where change has become the norm, the question arises how to reframe culture and language learning in teacher education. In this symposium a foundation for a timely concept of cultural learning and (English) language education will be suggested and discussed, the focus being on new challenges for teacher education in this field of study. The approach suggested aims for creating dialogic relationships between universities, schools and key players outside educational institutions. As an emerging third place, such dialogue should encourage mutual transformation in the light of current educational and socio-cultural challenges. 
	Each of the panelists will present their perspectives and then discuss them with the symposium participants. To ensure a multi-perspective approach, different educational contexts will be included, spanning language education at universities plus at lower and higher secondary levels. In terms of languages, a multilingual approach will be suggested including English and Romance languages. As regards key players, space will be created to include voices from university researchers/teachers, in-service school teachers, student teachers and authors. In all instances, attention will be drawn to building bridges between the players to foster a mutually enriching polylogue.      
	The contributions of the panelists are as follows:

Towards a Timely Concept of Cultural Learning and Language Education
Werner Delanoy

The central aim of this contribution is to suggest a foundation for a timely concept of cultural learning and (English) language education. The pillars for such a program are threefold. First, a case is made for a cultural learning perspective addressing topical socio-cultural challenges. The theories included in this part comprise transcultural and cosmopolitan concepts, plus approaches to global citizenship education. Secondly, a notion of language education is presented which is symbolic and multimodal in approach. Such a perspective is informed by Claire Kramsch’s understanding of symbolic competence, identity-focused language acquisition theories and the multiliteracies approach. Thirdly, attention is drawn to transforming conflictual positions into dialogic relationships, with a special focus on mediation practices.
	As regards teacher education, research perspectives will be discussed aiming for interconnecting  theory building and concrete teaching practices. Building on action research approaches, these perspectives bring together contributions by school teachers, students, teachers at tertiary levels and professional researchers, each learning from and enriching the others.

Extensive Reading, Cultural Learning and Teacher Education: Challenges and New Horizons
Elisabeth Pölzleitner
 
I have been a language teacher at secondary levels for over 30 years and have taught Fachdidaktik courses at Uni-Graz and PH-Steiermark for about 20 years. One of my main areas of interest has always been to ‘infect’ my students with the ‘reading bug’. To my mind, extensive reading is one of the most efficient ways to improve one’s language skills and to explore cultural issues. While my middle school and high school learners have all read lots of children’s and young adult books, most of my university students have hardly any experience with these texts. Contrary to the majority of teacher education programs, where the knowledge created at tertiary levels serves as a role model for secondary levels, I will highlight how universities can benefit from existing school practices. 
In my short presentation I am going to focus on the following issues:
· University students’ experiences with reading
· The role of extensive reading in the new curriculum for lower secondary schools
· What do future language teachers need in order to integrate more literature into their classrooms?
· What challenges will they meet?


Developing Transcultural Competence: Student Teachers of Italian Meet Cross-cultural Authors and Their Texts
Simona Bartoli-Kucher

Transcultural texts tell stories of multiple belonging, identities in transformation, cultures in conflict, and individual plus collective empowerment in the light of current socio-cultural challenges of global significance. Teaching Italian with these texts draws attention to ‘glocal’ issues and invites understanding and appreciation of transcultural identity formation. Moreover, an experiential learning approach permits active student engagement with such issues, and it can aid in cultivating the learners’ imagination and empathy.
	As regards teacher education, I will report on projects where writers of transcultural texts came to Graz to discuss their work with my university students. The students then developed teaching units which they presented to high school learners of Italian. Thus, the student teachers acted as mediators between the texts discussed and school pupils, with both sides learning from each other. The student projects were evaluated with the help of action research methodologies. The results show that a continuing dialogue could be created resulting from constructive interplay between all the agents involved.

