Inspired by 'Nazo's World'

Draw a circle on a piece of paper. Elicit what the students think it is. After hearing their answers, tell them it represents your world. Write ‘My World’ above it. Then write a few words and/or phrases inside the circle that represent some things in your life (i.e. 1994, green, 2). Have the students come to an agreement as to what the words/phrases mean. Once they tell you their ideas, give them the correct answers (i.e. 'I graduated in 1994', etc.). Next, have the students draw a circle, write 2 or 3 words/phrases in it and speculate about each other's 'worlds'. They can give the correct answers whenever they like or you can prompt them.

JL
Yokohama, Japan

This works best with large groups:

Start the group in a large circle while explaining the game. 
Tell them that they must find others within the group which share their similarity. For example: 
How many kids are in your family, including yourself?
(it is important to be specific or confusion will ensue!)
Initially they will wander around, looking for someone yelling out "2!" but eventually, it turns to a loud calling for "who else has 2 kids in their family?" It helps when the facilitator can start yelling "i have four kids in my family, who else does?" while holding up four fingers.

I like this game especially because once they found their group, they feel a sense of belonging... everyone else in their association group has something in common.

Continue the game by having them intoduce themself to that group and explain something about the association... example: where in the birth order are you? for those who have no siblings, what is the best thing about being the only child? etc...

continue with: how many pets? (then-- what kind) favorite color? (then-- why?) month of birthday? (what date?) 

It is important for the facilitator to watch for those who might not have a group. Either locate their group, or extend a group to include that person. For example, if they have 9 kids in their family, perhaps make the group of those with 6 kids in their family be "6 kids or more". 

Have fun, be silly!


Marika 
St. Paul, Minnesota 

When I have a new group of students coming in, I love to get them guessing as to who I am instead of me doing all the talking. 

On the first day of class I take along a huge basket filled with items from my house that can tell them something about me... 
family photos, an atlas, souvenirs from places visited, something in my favourite colour, jewellry, tapes, vcds, etc.

When class begins, apart from my name in English and in Chinese, I don't tell them anything. It is up to them to guess!

I allow students to each choose something from the basket and leave them at their tables to discuss the possible meaning of the weird hodge-podge I have thrown in.

After a reasonable time I begin to ask them what they have guessed about me from the items, and then we talk about each thing they find out about me. eg. and atlas might lead them to where I come from (South Africa) but it might also tell them where I have travelled (all over Asia).

I also like to take piles of photos along with me and round off the time by letting them look through the photos at their tables and calling out questions which I then answer for the whole class.

Alice Gundry
South African teacher in China

All your eggs in one basket.

Elementry up
Large or small groups
Need several strips of paper for each student.
Aim information gathering and presenting

Students write down infoormation about themselves on seperate strips of paper (eg. maried, ... university, tennis... etc) S's scrunch the strips of paper into eggs. Place all their eggs in a basket and distribute randomly. S's unravel an egg at a time and search out the author. Elementry and Pre-intermediate by asking questions. Intermediate and advanced by word assosiation. 
First student to finnish wins a chance to share information that they learnt about fellow students.

A funny method that we use here in order to get to know our students' names, is to ask them to tell their names plus the name of the food they like the best. At least here in Ecuador it is funny because of the names of food we have here. We can have students like "Pepe Caldo de bolas", "María Chugchucaras", "Juan Seco de chivo", etc.
You can use it with any kind of food or maybe drinks. It's up to you.

Mauricio Vizcaíno
jmvr@ecua.net.ec
Guayaquil Ecuador.

Call my Bluff
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	Tell the group that they will know 1 thing more about every person in the room at the end of this exercise!!


Ask them to individually to write down 2 things about themselves that the other in the group will not know about them - 1 true & 1 false.
You have these pre-pepared for yourself.

EG.
I am a twin
I can speak Spanish 

Once everyone has done.
Starting with yourself (trainer) tell your truth and lie.
The next person then speaks their truth and lie then has to guess the lie or the previous person. You continue around the room in this manner.

As the trainer you can either guess the lie of the last person in the group or open it up to the group to guess the lie.

I have used this many times to great effect and remains one of my favorites.

Anthony Elgey
Nottinghamshire
United Kingdom
Anthony@darksurfer.com


Inspired by 'New in Town'

Have your students take a moment to think about what they might tell a newcomer to their area about. Write the following on separate sheets of paper:
*Places to visit/entertainment
*Areas to live
*Places to go shopping
*Good schools to attend
*Sports facilities in your town
Pair students up and give one of the sheets of paper to one of the students in each pair. Then have the students give advice for the topic written on their piece of paper. As they complete a topic, have them pass the sheets in a circle so that they get to work through all the topics.

JL

Inspired by 'Three things in common'

Pair off the students and have them find three views they have in common (i.e. political, social, economical, etc.). This should be modeled with one of the stronger students first.

JL
Yokohama, Japan

Crystal Ball Prediction

This initial "getting-to-know" one another game loosens up your class with laughter and giggles. 

Supply the students with a list of topics to ask each other about. For example: name, pets, hobbies, favorite food
Pair them up. One student is absolutely silent as the other asks them questions ("Do you have any pets?") and that same student predicts what the answer is by writing it down.

After finishing asking all the questions the interviewers take turns standing up and introducing their partner with their predictions as they are corrected by their new friend (which is the first time they are allowed to share the truth). 

Now switch off the person being interviewed and the person predicting. Create unexpected topics and relax with this activities strange results. 

Rebeca Siebert
IEP, University of Manitoba 

Draw Your Name!
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	I have taken so many ideas from this section that now it´s my turn to share something with you all.
This activity should be done the first day of class if students don´t know each other. I´ve done it many times and students love it!

1. Draw on the board as many objects as the letters in your name. The first letter of the name of each object must be a letter in your name. Draw the objects at random order.
2. Have your students tell you the names of each object and write them on the board.
3. Then, tell them that they have to put the first letter of the name of each object in the correct order so as to come up with your name. 
4. Finally, ask your students to do the same so that the rest of the class can guess their names. 
Example: I draw an apple, an elephant, a ring, a car, a girl, an island, and ant and a lamp. My name is Graciela.
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