C-test: Teaching Vocabulary

Tips for studying vocabulary

1. Always study a whole phrase or a short sentence. The context will help you remember the meaning and usage of the word.

2. Write your new phrases on A8 vocabulary cards. Write the translation on the back of the card.

3. Your vocabulary box should have three categories: One for New Words You Want to Learn, a second one for Words You Know (that is words you have studied and could reproduce correctly) and a third one for Words You Know Well.
4. When you work with your vocabulary box take out a small pile of cards. Put them face down (German side up) on the desk. Read the first German sentence and write it into your exercise book in English. Turn over the card and check whether your version is correct. If it is correct, put the card into the second category. If you’ve made a mistake (even a small one) put it back into the New Words category. Do this with other cards.
5. In order to review older vocabulary work with the Words I Know cards in the same way. If you still remember the phrase correctly, you may put it into the third category. If you have forgotten the phrase, put it back into the New Words.
6. Other helpful tricks are: Choose a color that you associate with your vocabulary item. This will help you build a fast-link in your memory. Try it out. What color would you use for the following phrases: ‘It was love at first sight.’ ‘She screamed with pain.’ ‘He whispered inaudibly’.
7. There are many other little tricks that will help you remember phrases more easily: Sorting vocabulary into categories like male or female, positive or negative, sunny or rainy,  assigning regular or irregular shapes to words or phrases  etc. All these activities help make connections in your brain and will thus help you remember the new expressions more easily. Give it a try!
Tips for studying vocabulary

(C-test:)
1. Alw___ stu__ a who__ phr___ o_ a sho__ sent____. Th_ cont___ wi__ he__ yo_ reme____ th_ mean___ an_ usa___ o_ th_ wo__.

2. Wri__ yo__ ne_ phra___ o_ A8 vocab____ car__. Wri__ th_ trans______ o_ th_ ba__ o_ th_ ca__.

3. Yo__ vocab____ bo_ sho___ ha__ thr__ categ____: On_ fo_ Ne_ Wor__ Yo_ Wa__ t_ Lea__, a sec___ on_ fo_ Wor_ Yo_ Kn__ (th__ i_ wor__ yo_ ha__ stud___ an_ cou__ repro____ corre____) an_ a thi__ on_ fo_ Wor_ Yo_ Kn_ We__.
(Whispered Jigsaw)
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