Using the library is fun, surfing the internet is even more fun. Both are great sources of information for your magazines and project papers. There's just one problem, and that is plagiarizing. In the following unit your are going to learn how to 

PARAPHRASE and SUMMARIZE

texts using your own words. You will learn to borrow from a source without plagiarizing. To plagiarize means to take ideas or words from someone else and pass them off as your own. When writing your magazine texts or project papers use your own words whenever possible. If you really have to quote a very interesting and unique sentence use quotation marks and give your source in a footnote or endnote.

How to paraphrase effectively: Five Steps

1. Read and reread the original passage until you understand its full meaning.

2. Highlight or underline a few keywords (not full sentences).

3. Set the original aside and write the main ideas on your draft paper. Use your own words.

4. Check your text with the original to make sure that you express the same ideas.

5. If you really feel you have to quote a sentence word by word because it is so special and unique, use quotation marks and give your source in a footnote or endnote.

How to cite your sources:

Whenever you use sources of information for your papers you have to cite your sources at the end of your paper. This list is called: Works Cited or References.

In a short paper  that only uses one source you simply name the material you have used. If you have used more than one source and/or have quoted passages directly ( "quotation marks") you have to use a footnote or endnote to tell your reader exactly where to find the information. Look at the example paper on Pumpkins and Gourds  to see how this is done.

As a general rule, give:

Name of author, title of book, page number

or

Name of magazine, date/number of issue, page number

or

Name of author, title of text and the exact internet location. Write:

Available: http://www.___________ (date you found it)

If you are using a computer to write your texts inserting footnotes is very easy. Just click the "Insert" (Einfügen) button at the top of your screen. Then click "Footnote" (Fußnote) and "o.k." Your cursor will jump to the bottom of the page where you can insert your footnote text. To continue writing just go back up to the end of your text.

Paraphrasing and quoting practice:

1. Look at the text sources that have been used to write the magazine text about "Pumpkins and Gourds". Compare the source texts to the magazine version. Choose one paragraph in the magazine article and highlight it. Then find the corresponding information in the original text and highlight it using the same color. Do this with two paragraphs (2 colors). Compare with a friend and discuss the differences between the two versions.

2. Then try out paraphrasing passages yourself. Read the text about the "History of Halloween" (last page) and choose the two paragraphs that you find most interesting. Follow the five steps of paraphrasing and rewrite the information in your own words. Compare your results with a partner who has chosen to paraphrase the same passages and have your paraphrase checked by your teacher.

Magazine sample : Pumpkins and Gourds

Look how different sources have been used and quoted in the following text about gourds.

At this time of the year we see beautiful orange, yellow and green pumpkins everywhere. They come in all kinds of different shapes and sizes and can be used for many different purposes.

First of all, pumpkins taste very good. In the last few years many new pumpkin recipes have entered Austria. Especially with the newly growing interest in Halloween many new pumpkin uses have been introduced. Some well known pumpkin dishes are pumpkin pie, grilled pumpkin, pumpkin soup, pumpkin cake and even pumpkin cookies. Try out the following recipe of Del's Pumpkin Cookies

What you need:


1 ½ cups (about 350 g) pumpkin pulp. (To make pumpkin pulp cut a small pumpkin in half, scrape out the seeds and bake the whole pumpkin in the oven for about 30 minutes. Let it cool a bit, then scrape out the soft pumpkin pulp with a spoon.)

½ cup (115 g) butter (Add the butter to the pumpkin pulp while it is still warm. So the butter will melt easily and you can stir it in well.)

1 cup (200g) granulated sugar (brown sugar works very well too)

½ teaspoon vanilla ( If you don't have any vanilla extract or ground Bourbon vanilla at home use vanilla sugar )

2 cups (200g) coarsely chopped walnuts 

1 egg (whole)

2 cups (250g) flour (Use whole-wheat flour to make them even better.)

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon cinnamon

optional: 1 cup butterscotch morsels or chocolate chips

Mix all the ingredients in the order given. Drop by the spoonful onto a buttered cookie sheet (or on wax-paper to make washing up easier). Bake in the oven at about 180 degrees (C) for 12 to 14 minutes.

But pumpkins are not only good to eat, they also make wonderful Halloween decorations such as Jack-o'-Lanterns, ghosts and other scary creatures. Originally Jack-o-'Lanterns were used by the Irish people. In Ireland they were made of turnips instead of pumpkins and were used to scare off the ghosts and evil spirits during Halloween night. 

An old Irish legend
 says that an old Irish blacksmith called Jack met the Devil in a pub on Halloween night. Jack was totally drunk and almost fell into the Devil's hands. In order to save himself Jack made a deal with the Devil. If the Devil allowed him one last drink at the bar, Jack would give him his soul. The Devil agreed and bought Jack another drink. In order to pay for the drink he applied magic and changed himself into a coin to give to the bartender. But Jack was clever. As soon as the Devil had changed himself into a coin, Jack put the coin in his pocket. The Devil could not change himself back because there was also a silver cross in Jack's purse. Jack agreed to release the Devil 10 years later.

Ten years later the Devil returned and again claimed Jack's soul. Jack said he would come along immediately and asked the Devil to allow him to eat one last apple before he would die. The Devil agreed and climbed on the nearby apple tree to pick an apple for Jack. As soon as the Devil was up in the tree Jack pulled his knife out of his pocket and carved a cross into the bark of the tree. The Devil was thus stranded up in the tree and could not take Jack's soul. Jack made the Devil swear that he would never again try to take his soul.

When Jack finally died many years later he was not admitted to Heaven. He had been too bad and had lied too much in the course of his life. Neither was he allowed to enter Hell because the Devil had promised never to take his soul. So Jack's soul was left all alone without a final resting place. The Devil felt sorry for Jack and gave him a piece of live coal straight from Hell to light his way. Jack put this light into the turnip he was eating. According to the legend Jack is still wandering the nights with  his lantern. He has become the symbol of the damned soul.

If you want to make your own Jack-o'-Lantern cut off the top of a big pumpkin and scrape out the seeds and pulp. Cut a face into the pumpkin with a crafts knife or a small kitchen knife. Then place a small candle inside.

The third use of pumpkins and gourds is for musical instruments
. You can make very nice rattles from long-necked ornamental gourds. These small gourds are not for eating, they were originally grown for eating out of. They were used as cups and bowls and bottles.

To make a gourd-rattle choose a small gourd with a long neck that you can hold well. Choose a gourd with perfect skin (no cuts or holes) and let it dry thoroughly. This takes quite a long time, up to several months. Shake the gourd and listen to the sound it makes. You will hear the rattling noise of the seeds inside when the gourd has dried all the way through. If the noise of the seeds is not loud enough for you cut a small hole in the bottom of the gourd and shake out the original seeds. (Soak the gourd in water overnight before cutting the hole.) Replace the seeds with a handful of beans or pebbles and seal the hole with masking tape. You can also paint your gourd with poster- or acrylic paint.

As you can see, pumpkins have many different uses. Try out a few yourself.

� Laura Dover Doran, The Big Book of Halloween, Lark books 1998, page 95


� see: Laura Dover Doran, The Big Book of Halloween, Lark books, 1998, pages72-73


� see: The Young Children's Encyclopedia, Encyclopedia Britannica, Volume 7, pages56-57
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