Hot Issues: Group Essays
Step 1: Individual Work
Rank the following topics according to importance and personal interest.
1. Should cell phones be allowed in class?
2. Should children be allowed to enter beauty pageants?
3. Should fur-coats be against the law?
4. Should hunting be banned as a sport?
5. Are teen curfews a good thing or should teens be allowed to stay out all night?
6. Do teens have too much to do?
7. Would you give up certain luxuries to save the environment?
8. Your own topic: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 2: Finding Partners
Find 2 partners who are interested in the same topics as you and agree on ONE topic that you will work on in your group essay.
Step 3: Brainstorming and Planning
You have 15 minutes to discuss your views on the topic. 
· read the info page
· collect pro and con arguments and useful vocabulary phrases
· fill in your essay planning sheet (each of you must have a copy)
· and assign one paragraph to each member of your group.
Step 4: Writing on Google Docs
Your teacher will assign you a group number. Open your group’s google document and start writing your paragraph. Make sure your paragraph fulfills all the requirements of a well-structured, professional paragraph: 
	Topic Sentence      
	Good examples or arguments     
	Conclusion


During the writing stage you are not allowed to talk to your partners, but you can write comments by clicking on the “Comments” button on the top right of the page. You can also correct or improve parts of your partners’ paragraphs in order to write a well-structured and coherent text.
Step 5: Finalizing Your Essay
Proofread the whole text several times and help each other to polish all the parts. Add sentences and link-words to guide the reader from one idea to the next.
Work on the opening paragraph and the conclusion of your essay together. Make sure that the THESIS STATEMENT includes all three arguments and the CONCLUSION rounds off the topic convincingly.
Tip: Use lots of good link-words.
Step 6: Find a catchy title and sign your essay with your 3 names.
