Useful words and expressions for text writing






the question arises
Many young people consider smoking to be a harmless social pastime.

as to whether

The question arises as to whether they are justified in this assumption.

the issue at stake
This is precisely the issue at stake.

hold water
At first sight this appears to be a valid point but on closer inspection 

(argument)
the argument doesn´t hold water.

above all
It is wonderful to have knowledge at one`s finger tips but it is above all important to know how to access information.

thanks to
Thanks to vaccinations some illnesses have been all but eliminated.


the former...
Emeline Pankhurst and Germaine Greer are two renowned feminists.

the latter
The former was English while the latter is Australian.
the root of the 

Typhoid claims many lives in the third world. The root of the
problem
problem lies in contaminated water supplies.

counteract

What can be done to counteract the effects of global warming?

put into practice
It is all very well to have plans and projects but the question is, can they be put into practice?

the man in the street
The man in the street isn´t interested in the ins and outs of genetic 

the ins and outs
engineering but he is worried about the implications of cloning.

aggravate/exacerabate Alcohol can aggravate/exacerbate the problem of domestic violence.

unbiased / impartial
It`s hard to remain impartial when it comes to child abuse.


foreseeable future
There can be no hope of improvement in the foreseeable future.

overcome
The older generation can overcome their 

fear of / doubts about / reservations about

the new technology by learning how to use it properly.

mutual 

Many couples today come to a mutual understanding concerning 

understanding
housework.

in former times
In former times women had little say in public as well as private life.

clear conscience
Only vegetarians can have a clear conscience with regard to factory


farmimg.

benefit
One of the benefits of vegetarianism is that it is a low-fat diet.

drawback
One of the drawbacks is that not all restaurants cater for vegetarians.

human nature
It is human nature to fear the new.

False friends, Gerglish and other horribly common errors.

mit sich bringen
 
give rise to / cause / bring about 

(not "bring with it")

Tampering with nature gives rise to all sorts of problems.

eine Erfahrung machen
to experience / have an experience 

(not "make")

Children need to be able to experience things for themselves / 

        learn from their own experiences.

einen Schritt machen

take a step / a step in the right direction
(not "make")

Returning to more traditional methods of farming is a step in the right direction.

Bio-

organic

Organic produce is now in demand as never before.

ausschauen 

be like 




(not "look")

What will the world be like in two hundred years?

jmdn etwas machen lassen
have smb do sth 



(not "let")

Macbeth has two murderers kill Banquo.

Shakespeare läßt seine Charaktere ihre Taten überlegen.

Shakespeare`s characters think about their deeds. (not "Shakespeare lets them think...")

sorgen für

look after / take care of  


(not "care for")

den Haushalt machen

do the housework



(not "household")

Women used to stay at home to look after the children and do the housework.

lieber wollen

prefer / would rather  

Most women prefer to have a family and a job. 

Macbeth would rather not kill Duncan. 

der Erste, der etwas machte
the first to do 




(not "who did")

Shakespeare was the first playwright to be really successful.

auch

also (word order)



Macbeth is ambitious but he is also honourable at first. (not "also is")

Banquo also sees the weird sisters.  


       (not "sees also" or "Also Banquo...")

I`ve read the play and I`ve also seen it.

       (not "also have seen")

ein Grund dafür

one reason for this  



(not "a reason")

Malcolm and Donalbain are suspected of the murder. One reason for this is that they flee.

was ich damit sagen will
the point is (that) / in short (not "what I want to say with this is")

In spite of increased use of the death penalty murders contiue to happen. 

The point is that / In short capital punishment is not a deterrent.

etwas ernst nehmen

take sth seriously  


(not "take sth serious")

Unfortunately, people don`t take this problem seriously.

es ist höchste Zeit, daß etwas passiert
it`s high time sth was done

It`s high time something was done about the conditions of workers in third world countries.

jmdm die Schuld geben
give smb the blame/blame smb for doing sth  (not "that he did")



OR smb is to blame for doing sth

We cannot blame the farmers for wanting to increase their profits.

The farmers are not to blame for using bone meal.

ein Beispiel sind...

one example is...




(not "are")

One example is mobile phones.

viele Fortschritte

much progress (no plural) / many advances/innovations

Much progress has been made in technology in recent years. One example is mobile phones.

furchtbare Schaden...

terrible harm / damage (no plural)

Earthquakes cause terrible harm to human life and irreparable damage to buildings.

seit es den Menschen gibt
since the dawn of history/civilization / always / 

since mankind first walked the earth (not "since humans exist")

Since the dawn of civilization man has needed laws to live by.

Man has always needed laws to live by.

der Mensch/die Menschen
man (Man) / mankind / people / (human beings: rare)



(not "humans/men")

Man is a social animal. People like living in groups and communities.

Mankind will die out if we do not learn to take care of our environment.

jeder Mensch

everybody / everyone  / every person / every individual



(not "every human")

Each and every individual has the right to an education.

am Anfang

at first 




(not "in the beginning")

At first Macbeth is admired by all his kinsmen.

suchen

look for / seek   




(search: rare)

You`ll find it if you look for it.

Philosophers have been seeking an answer to this question for centuries.

The police searched the suspect`s house.

alles versuchen, etwas zu machen

try one´s best to do sth 
(not "everything")

He tried his best to get the job but he was turned down.

angefangen mit...bis

from...to  



(not "beginning with")

This centre provides information on everything from AIDS to BSE.

es ist sicher, daß...

certainly 




(not "it`s sure that")

People certainly wouldn`t buy so much meat if it were more expensive.

