David Präsent

A black day for an American

Imagine you are an American student on a trip to Austria and want to go out in the evening. Surprisingly the doorman of a club doesn’t let you in because of your black skin color. This is exactly what happened last week in the city of Graz.


Ben, the other Americans as well as the Austrian exchange students including me are standing in front of the club “Gecco”. He is excited about going out because the laws for underage people in America are far stricter. When he tries to get into the club the doorman stops him and tells him he can’t enter because of his foreign passport and Ben’s exchange student, a good friend of mine, immediately intervenes and confronts the bouncer with the fact that he already let in several Americans before, but he does not respond. When we ask for a talk with the club owner he simply tells us that this is not possible. Disappointed and filled with anger I call the others and everybody from our group, Americans and Austrians, leaves and we go to another club.


Is racism in Austria really so strong? Do people with different skin color really have to deal with so much discrimination? NO! Not if we students, and you too dear readers, take action and try to stop harassment. Every time you see someone discriminating someone else due to his or her origin, show some courage, step in between them and help. Looking away won’t improve the current situation.
