

Advice and Opinion

I would advise/recommend X to *do*

In my opinion…

As far as I am concerned…

From my point of view I think…

I am afraid X will not be able to do…

I am afraid it will not be possible for X to *do*

Protest and Complaint

We/people/…have had enough of the way + sentence

People/…have had enough of X *doing*

We/people/mankind…cannot stand/bear the way + sentence

We/people/mankind…cannot stand/bear X any longer

We/people/mankind…cannot stand/bear X *doing*

We/people/mankind…cannot cope with it/X any longer

Unless X *does*, Y will *do*…

It is high/about time X *did*

Obligation

to be obliged/required to *do*…

to be forced/compelled to *do*…

there is no alternative but to *do*…

X has no choice but to *do*…

There is nothing for it but to *do*…

Probability

positive





negative

almost certainly X will




almost certainly X will not

X will probably




probably X will not

X is/are likely to *do*




X is/are unlikely…

may






may not

X is/are sure to …




X is/are hardly likely to…

It is virtually certain that…

In all probability…

It is inconceivable that…

There is absolutely no chance that…

There is absolutely no chance of X *doing*…

Suggestions

I/one/people would suggest *doing*…

Would it not be good/safer…if X *did*

X could certainly *do*…

I…would only suggest that X should *do*…

It is time that X *did*…

If X had the chance/opportunity/chance/choice, X would *do*…

Contrast and Concession

In spite of/despite + noun

Although + sentence

In spite of the fact that + sentence

Despite the fact + sentence

Contrast and Comparison

The main difference between X and Y is that…

One of the main differences between X and Y is that…

(One of ) the (main) advantage(s)/disadvantage(s) of X *doing* is that…

X has the advantage/disadvantage of Y *doing*…

Controversy

Some people would argue that …

It has been said/argued that…

(Personally) I would tend to believe/argue/think …that…

Generalizations

to tend (not) to *do*…

to have a tendency to *do*…

to be inclined to *do*…

seem/appear to be *doing*

perhaps (can be placed at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence)

Explaining

In other words…

That is to say…

To be precise…

The main idea/aim behind *doing* sth. is that/to *do*…

Only by *doing* …can/will X be able to *do*…

Giving Examples

for example 






some examples

let me/us take the example of




for instance

I should like to quote/mention… 



as a proof of…let me cite…

Emphasizing and strengthening

Particularly…/in particular…

especially…

What is more…/furthermore…

(and) in fact…

and actually…

Phrases showing in how many cases something is true

In the vast majority of cases…

In a large number of cases…

In most cases…

Generally (speaking)…

In quite a number of cases…

Often/sometimes/occasionally…

In some cases…

In one or two cases…

Hardly ever…

(Only) in a very few cases…

Introduction

There are many people who…


have come to know and enjoy…

Most of us…





are convinced that…

More and more (Adj.) people…


give little thought to…








maintain that…

More and more people (find it difficult to) believe that…

It is almost impossible to imagine modern life without…

Nowadays there is a tendency towards + noun

At present there is a trend to + verb

In our time of …there are indications that…

in the past few decades 



rapid progress has been made in…

over the past few years



major changes have occurred in…

recently





(considerable) efforts have been made to…

in recent years
it is only recently that 


lately 



…there have been (rapid) developments in the field(s) of…

Interesting experiments are now being made/carried out (in order) to…

Investigations into…are being undertaken on a large/considerable scale.

Research into…is being conducted.


Main Part – General Phrases

Angeblich soll… - is said to/expected to

Annehmen: Früher nahm man an, dass … - formerly/In former times it was assumed that…

Behandeln: X war der erste der… behandelte - X was among the first to deal with/prove…

Besteht (hauptsächlich aus) - … is basically/principally made up of

Beurteilen: Wenn man … richtig beurteilen will, muss man etwas von …wissen - If we want 

to appreciate … (fully), we must have some idea of…/we must bear in mind that…

Bevor wir auf …eingehen, müssen einige Punkte berücksichtigt werden. - Before we can 

embark on ..., a number of factors must be considered/borne in mind.

Blick: Auf den ersten Blick… - At first sight/At first glance…

Definieren: Man kann... als …definieren. - …has been defined as.../can best be described 

as...

Entspricht den Erfordernissen. - It meets the needs.

Erwähnen (noch): Ich möchte noch erwähnen... - There is another thing I should like to 

mention/say/refer to...

Erwähnen: Wie unten/oben... erwähnt… - As will be/was mentioned/stated/shown/… 

below/earlier/above/previously…

Frage: Es erhebt sich die Frage… - Here the question arises this raises the question…

Führt zu: Das hat zu … geführt. - This has led to/caused...

Gelten: Das gilt auch für ... - This holds true for.../This is equally true for ...

Genaugenommen… - strictly speaking…

Fortschritt auf dem Gebiet … darstellen - A considerable advance/a historic step in (the 

field of)…

Hinsehen: bei näherem… - On a closer view/if we look more closely…

Hinsicht: in mancher… - In some respects…

Hinzufügen, dass… - It may also be added that…

Immer besser/beliebter  - It is gaining more and more popularity with…

Jedenfalls… - By all means/anyway

Keinesfalls… - In no case/ by no means…

Kenntnisse über… beruhen auf… - Our knowledge of … is based mainly upon.../is due to…

Kurz (gesagt)... – Briefly, …/to put it in a nutshell,…

Meilenstein – a corner stone/a great achievement…

Meinung  -  I am of the opinion/it seems to me that/in my view…

Mittel: Es gibt veschiedene Mittel (Arten)… - There are various/several/means of/ways of 

Nicht umhin: Ich kann nicht umhin zu denken, dass… - I cannot help thinking/feeling…

Obwohl es ziemlich unglaubwürdig klingt ... - Though this/although this sounds/seems 

rather incredible/strange...

Rolle: Wichtige Rolle spielen - ...plays an important a major role in...

Schade, dass ... - What a pity/it can only be regretted that...

Sozusagen… - So to speak/as it were…

Stellung: X nimmt eine hervorragende Stellung unter…ein. - X holds a leading/ an outstanding position among...

Überblick geben - In this essay/composition/passage/text/paper/ ...I am going to/should like 

to give a brief survey of…/description of…/summary of…

Umstände: Unter diesen Umständen… - Under these circumstances…

Untrennbar verbunden mit... - closely connected with/in close connection with...

Unübertroffen  - Nothing can compare/match with...

Verhindert - This reduces/avoids/prevents...

Vernachlässigen - We should not neglect/ignore...

Wert legen auf... - More attention should be paid to ...

Wirklichkeit: In Wirklichkeit trifft das Gegenteil zu. - In fact/as a matter of fact, the contrary is true.

Worte: Mit anderen Worten - In other words/to put it differently...

Zeitungsberichten: Aus Zeitungsberichten ist zu entnehmen, dass… - From reports and 

statements in the newspaper we gather that / we learn that…

Zunächst möchte ich...behandeln. -  First of all/to begin with I should like to/let me deal 

with/explain...

Zuwenden… - Let us turn to/let me draw your attention to…

Conclusion

Summing up/summarizing we may say that…

In concluding it may be said that…

In closing let me say that we can only hope that…

In the end it might be well to remember…

On the whole, it is correct to say that…

i
All things considered, I feel that/it is to be expected that/it seems safe to say that…

After weighing the pros and cons, we may get to the conclusion that…

Thus we have seen that…

The conclusion is that…

In this text/essay/paper/…I have tried to prove that…

Be it as it may, it is to be hoped that…

Whatever the future may hold, it can be expected that…


