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Summer, Sunshine, Graduation Trip?
For centuries former high-school students in Austria have maintained an interesting tradition: The graduation trip after their final exams. Hardly any high-school class decides not to book or organize such a vacation although it is very expensive. Increasingly the question whether such a trip is worth the organizational effort respectively the financial expense arises. The following text illustrates why I think that the graduation trip is a good idea.


In my opinion the final exams are the most important landmarks in the life of a young man or woman and passing them has to be celebrated adequately. A trip which all classmates do together is probably the best possible way to do this. There are of course some aspects, for example the costs, that may scare off some people but being together with your friends and longstanding companions the last time before your and their ways separate is an experience that must not be missed. It does not matter whether your class has booked a summer splash type of trip or wants to organize one huge variety of activities. Let’s take a look on the possibilities Austrian students can choose from. First and foremost there are “mass” trips like “Summer Splash” or “Turn-on” which combine party with relaxation and take place either in resorts or on boats. The range of activities that such a trip can offer is simply amazing. Those seeking for fun and excitement can access huge waterslides or ride a banana-boat. The others who prefer to relax in this week of vacation can do so in the shisha lounges or in certain spa areas. At night the students can attend performances of top-artists and disc-jockeys until the early morning hours. In my opinion there is no reason to organize a trip yourself because of this diversity of possibilities other than a possible financial advantage. On the other hand there are of course some people saying that the range from which you can choose is higher when you organize a trip but especially in a school class the tastes differ strongly and it is therefore hard to find a compromise that everyone likes and agrees on. This is why “mass trips” such as “Summer Splash” are that popular and so tempting for many school classes.

On the whole it can be said that a graduation trip is an experience that should not be left out in spite of the costs. Ultimately everybody will be happy to have taken part.
