Sebastian Wrighton, Matura Essay

Graduation Trip: Is it worth the effort and money?

For generations it has been a tradition that students, after graduation, go on a graduation trip with their classmates. Surely even our grandparents went on a graduation trip. Back then it was quite different from what scheming businessmen have concocted in the last decade. Massive hotel resorts are locked off from the public as to guarantee a “no old people” policy. Thus one could say that on the one hand these graduation trips that used to be something pleasant, have become something rather disturbing. On the other hand the graduation trip is an important tradition which allows classmates to socialize one last time. At the same time it allows them to blow off some steam and just relax.

It is interesting to consider how the „Maturareise“ began. Most likely the people back then didn’t have as much money as they have today. Needless to say transport was much more expensive 50 – 60 years ago. As you can imagine, the students, except those from richer families, spent their graduation trip in Austria. The Austrian lakes were  popular locations, because they are close and offered the students the chance to go swimming. Surely alcohol was an important factor, nonetheless one can by no means compare this to the gallons upon gallons of alcoholic beverages Austrian graduates drink nowadays, at their „Maturareise“.
As mentioned above the graduation trip has become something else entirely than what it once was. Many travel agencies soon realized there was much money to be made when it came to these graduation trips. It did not take long before they began blatently exploiting the graduates. Today these organized trips cost over 1000 Euros per person. On these trips students will be thrown into a massive pit full of other graduates. During this week they will bear witness to unfathomably abhorrent scenes of drunk violence and swimming pools tainted by gallons of vomit.

However, if one decides to undertake a graduation trip, one must not necessarily decide to go on one of the planned trips like „Summer Splash“. The “Maturareise” is a time which should be spent with socializing with one’s classmates and relaxing with them one last time. On a trip like „Summer Splash“ neither is possible. This doesn’t mean all planned graduation trips are bad. Organized trips like „Turn On“ offer the students the possibility to either spend time with the class or meet new people. Another alternative would be organizing a graduation trip for the class oneself. This is definitely the cheapest option and can be great fun too.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion one can say that the „Maturareise“ is by no means something bad. On the contrary it is a great possibility for students to spend time with their class. It also offers the students a week of holiday in which they can relax and forget the stress they had at school. It is the fear of the new things that await students in their lives and the modern approach to alcohol which promotes heavy drinking in some ways, which has made it possible for trips like „Summer Splash“ to become so popular amongst graduates. For this reason it is important that we go back to the „Maturareise“ in the traditional sense. That way it makes more sense and the students will surely not regret it later.
