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Reading Project: Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
Discuss the following points and take notes.
1. Discuss the major themes of the novel.
a. Time and Memory

b. Narrative versus non-narrative and anti-narrative: Vonnegut is interested in |
protecting his novel from becoming a conventional war narrative. How does he do
it? Does he write about heroes?
C. Acceptance - “So it goes”
2. Describe Billy Pilgrim. Who is he? Is he an active or passive character, a hero or victim of 1
strong higher forces? Do you think he is schizophrenic? -
' 3. Discuss the influence of science-fiction.
B 4. Vonnegut cannot deal with such a terrible disaster straightforwardly. What does he do? How 1
does he play with conventions?
.' 5. What is the message of the book? |
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